
You make 35,000 decisions a day. Each of them could
change your life, but which do you remember?

According to researchers at Cornell University, the average human makes 35,000
decisions a day. Another study suggests that of all the decisions we each make
over a lifetime, we come to regret almost one in five of them. But how many
decisions can we say are truly life-changing ones that matter?

As much an oral history as an examination of universal themes, this new show
from critically acclaimed Bear Pit Theatre brings together verbatim material
from people of all ages. As the company of 17-year-olds stumble through the
daily choices that may shape their lives, they share the  tales of their
contemporaries and elders, looking for turning points that matter and the joys
and regrets that tumble after.  In doing so, they attempt to work out who we
really are, in a vibrant collision of chance and calculation, loss and hope, fate and
free will.

35,000 weaves stories that merge the verbatim material with physical theatre,
dance, Bunraku puppetry, and an original score. From tales of hotshot Hollywood
directors to local homeless people, of millionaire businessmen to economic
migrants, the tales speak to our shared humanity and reassure you that some
good can come from even the worst decisions.

Bear Pit Theatre is a sixth form theatre company from Alleyn’s School in
south-east London. The young people of Bear Pit Theatre are responsible for all
aspects of their production: they are actors, devisers, producers, designers and
technicians. The company is committed to creating inventive, heartfelt and
truthful theatre.

Bear Pit Theatre are regulars at the Fringe:

‘A truly gorgeous work that is a must see this Fringe.’ FringeReview on
The First Love Project

‘Rich, honest and touching... the company don’t miss a beat’
★★★★★ NewCurrent.com on Verbatopolis
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ten word blurb
You make 35,000 decisions a day, which do you remember?

twenty word blurb
You make 35,000 decisions a day. Each of them could change your life, but
which do you remember?

fringe programme 40-word blurb
You make 35,000 decisions a day. Each of them could change your life, but
which do you remember? Through verbatim accounts, we tell tales of turning
points that matter and the joys and regrets that tumble after.

fringe web blurb
You make 35,000 decisions a day. Each of them could change your life, but
which do you remember? Which matter? A group of young adults stumble
through the everyday choices that could reshape their lives. They share the
verbatim tales of their contemporaries and elders, looking for turning points
that matter and the joys and regrets that tumble after. As they look forward
they talk to those more acquainted with hindsight, though it’s not a
nostalgia trip or a carnival of regret, but a collision of chance and
calculation, loss and hope; exploring fate and free-will.
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Listings Information
Venue               C south, St Peter's, Lutton Place, EH8 9PE, venue 58
Dates               18-25 Aug
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Ticket prices £7.50-£9.50 / concessions £5.50-£7.50 / under 18s £3.50-£5.50
C venues box office 0131 581 5555 / www.CtheFestival.com/2019/35000
Fringe box office 0131 226 0000 / www.edfringe.com
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You make 35,000 decisions a day. Each of them could
change your life, but which do you remember?

According to researchers at Cornell University, the average human makes 35,000
decisions a day. Another study suggests that of all the decisions we each make
over a lifetime, we come to regret almost one in five of them. But how many
decisions can we say are truly life-changing ones that matter?

As much an oral history as an examination of universal themes, this new show
from critically acclaimed Bear Pit Theatre brings together verbatim material
from people of all ages. As the company of 17-year-olds stumble through the
daily choices that may shape their lives, they share the  tales of their
contemporaries and elders, looking for turning points that matter and the joys
and regrets that tumble after.  In doing so, they attempt to work out who we
really are, in a vibrant collision of chance and calculation, loss and hope, fate and
free will.

35,000 weaves stories that merge the verbatim material with physical theatre,
dance, Bunraku puppetry, and an original score. From tales of hotshot Hollywood
directors to local homeless people, of millionaire businessmen to economic
migrants, the tales speak to our shared humanity and reassure you that some
good can come from even the worst decisions.

Bear Pit Theatre is a sixth form theatre company from Alleyn’s School in
south-east London. The young people of Bear Pit Theatre are responsible for all
aspects of their production: they are actors, devisers, producers, designers and
technicians. The company is committed to creating inventive, heartfelt and
truthful theatre.

Bear Pit Theatre are regulars at the Fringe:

‘A truly gorgeous work that is a must see this Fringe.’ FringeReview on
The First Love Project

‘Rich, honest and touching... the company don’t miss a beat’
★★★★★ NewCurrent.com on Verbatopolis
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You make 35,000 decisions a day. Each of them could change your

You make 35,000 decisions a day. Each of them could change your life, but
which do you remember? Through verbatim accounts, we tell tales of turning
points that matter and the joys and regrets that tumble after.

You make 35.000 decisions a day. Researchers at Cornell University tell us that
226.7 of them are about food. A huge amount are on the cusp of unconscious
thought processes and a huge amount are what Daniel Kahneman would call
System One choices, lazy thinking dependant on heuristics. Do you pick your
nose in public? Do you step out on to the road as a bus speeds towards you?
Others are more complex, kicking in the more sophisticated System Two:
should I tell my best mate that his girlfriend’s cheating on him? Should I apply
for that job? Should I go see that new verbatim play at C Venues or hope for
the best with some comedy on the Free Fringe? Another popular study reduces
the number, saying we make an improbably low 27 decisions a day, but
interestingly, the study suggests that of the 773,618 decisions we each make
over a lifetime, we come to regret up to 143,262 of them.
We’re not interested in tragedy and romantic comedy though. The company of
17 year olds, starting out in life, navigating this complex global landscape and
hoping to forge a better one, begin by looking at the web of decisions that
may or may not define their lives, before reaching out to people who’ve
already lived a little life, made a lot of decisions and had time to reflect on the
ones that mattered – the serendipitous and the calamitous. Our show is
constructed from the company’s experience and verbatim conversations with a
range of interviewees, all looking back on the decisions they’ve made through
the prism of hindsight.
As well as the examination of a universal theme, this is partly an oral history
project, partly an attempt to work out how we get to be the people we end
up being. It’s not a nostalgia trip or a carnival of regret, but a vibrant collision
of chance and calculation, loss and hope, fate and free-will. Thirty Five
Thousand is devised by the company. We weave our stories focusing on truth
and simplicity, merging the verbatim material with physical theatre, dance,
Bunraku puppetry, and an original score. These are the tales of hotshot
Hollywood directors, the homeless guy outside your Sainsbury’s Local,
economic migrants and millionaire businessmen. From the tragic to the absurd,
all the tales speak to our shared humanity and perhaps tell a story that even
when it seems you’ve made the worst decision possible, it might come good in
the end. As Edward Thomas put it, ‘if we could see all, all might seem good’.
Bear Pit Theatre is a sixth form theatre company from Alleyn’s School in
south-east London. The young people of Bear Pit Theatre are responsible for
all aspects of their production: they are actors, devisers, producers, designers
and technicians. The company is committed to creating inventive, heartfelt and
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You make 35,000 decisions a day. Each of them could change your life, but
which do you remember? Through verbatim accounts, we tell tales of turning
points that matter and the joys and regrets that tumble after.

You make 35.000 decisions a day. Researchers at Cornell University tell us that
226.7 of them are about food. A huge amount are on the cusp of unconscious
thought processes and a huge amount are what Daniel Kahneman would call
System One choices, lazy thinking dependant on heuristics. Do you pick your
nose in public? Do you step out on to the road as a bus speeds towards you?
Others are more complex, kicking in the more sophisticated System Two:
should I tell my best mate that his girlfriend’s cheating on him? Should I apply
for that job? Should I go see that new verbatim play at C Venues or hope for
the best with some comedy on the Free Fringe? Another popular study reduces
the number, saying we make an improbably low 27 decisions a day, but
interestingly, the study suggests that of the 773,618 decisions we each make
over a lifetime, we come to regret up to 143,262 of them.
We’re not interested in tragedy and romantic comedy though. The company of
17 year olds, starting out in life, navigating this complex global landscape and
hoping to forge a better one, begin by looking at the web of decisions that
may or may not define their lives, before reaching out to people who’ve
already lived a little life, made a lot of decisions and had time to reflect on the
ones that mattered – the serendipitous and the calamitous. Our show is
constructed from the company’s experience and verbatim conversations with a
range of interviewees, all looking back on the decisions they’ve made through
the prism of hindsight.
As well as the examination of a universal theme, this is partly an oral history
project, partly an attempt to work out how we get to be the people we end
up being. It’s not a nostalgia trip or a carnival of regret, but a vibrant collision
of chance and calculation, loss and hope, fate and free-will. Thirty Five
Thousand is devised by the company. We weave our stories focusing on truth
and simplicity, merging the verbatim material with physical theatre, dance,
Bunraku puppetry, and an original score. These are the tales of hotshot
Hollywood directors, the homeless guy outside your Sainsbury’s Local,
economic migrants and millionaire businessmen. From the tragic to the absurd,
all the tales speak to our shared humanity and perhaps tell a story that even
when it seems you’ve made the worst decision possible, it might come good in
the end. As Edward Thomas put it, ‘if we could see all, all might seem good’.
Bear Pit Theatre is a sixth form theatre company from Alleyn’s School in
south-east London. The young people of Bear Pit Theatre are responsible for
all aspects of their production: they are actors, devisers, producers, designers
and technicians. The company is committed to creating inventive, heartfelt and
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